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Sir Heifter Ryley: 
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Wonday February 12. 1710. 





From my Houfé in St. James’s Square, 


February 9. 

T ismy Cuftom at Chriftmafs 
to give my Nephews and 
Nieces New Year's Gifrs,who 
in return prefent me with 
fome Pieces taken either from 

Antiquity,or Inventions of their own 
Brain. Laft New Year's Day in 
the Evening they brought Copy e- 
nough to make up a whole Volume. 
One gave me a Sheet crowded as full 
of trifling Stories as Pen could well 
thruft together, another eight or ten 
Pages. containing Relations of the 
reat and wonderful Exploits of 
Relehe-Reventy. the noble Actions 
of Guy Earl of Warwick, and feveral 
Remarks upon crooked 4/op , the 
reft had long Scrolis, wherein was 
Variety of Matter taken out of {mall 
Treatifes expofd to Sale in Moor. 
fields. I chid them for the ill Choice 
they had made, and bid them go 
back and think of fomething that 


tended to the improving of their Ge- 
nius. I told them ten Lines wittily 
contrived, with a good Moral,would 
give me more Conrent than a great 
Pile of Writings that point to no 
other End,but to fully the Thoughts 
and make them loofe and wandering, 
Upon this fevere Reprimand all my 
young Relations {neak’d out of my 
Livrary one after another, as little 
Thieves who had committed the 
blackeft Crimes ; but they returned 
next Morning with Pieces of other 
kinds of Subjeéts.I perceived by the 
Style and the pretty turns of Hu. 
mour that the Plots were the Produ- 
étions of their own Fancies,and that 
they had been up at their Studies all 
Night. After I had rewarded them, 
1 went and corrected their Original 
Manulcripts. 

The firft I look’d upon was am 
E(ffay drawn up by one of my Nieces: 
fhe fays the Qucen’s Foreign Ene- 
mies are vanquilhed in Icfs time than 
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Mfecrates took up in compofing his 
Panegyrick. and that the evil Pur- 
polis of thofe at home fooner con- 
quered than the Poets can write 
Verfes in Memory of the Victory. 
My Nicce is fore’d to anticipate her 
Majefty’s Succefles, that fhe may 
in fome meafure keep pace with the 
rapid Expedition fhe makes. Thefe 
Lines pleafed me fo well, that I pre- 
fented her with a Medal, and bid her 
turn the Queen’s Speech. with the 
Lofds and Commons Addrefles, into 
Tambick Verfe, to hang up in my 
Study. She being of a curious Ge- 
nius brought the Copics writ in Gold 
Letters,with an Elogy on the happy 
Union that begins once again to ap- 
pear in its Original Beauty. 

The Second Manufcript, which 
was brought me by an arch Youth, 


isa witty Jeft upon Students, who 
{pend their Spiritsbylaying Schemes, 
Writing and Reading ; and prepare 
themfelves for frefh Fatigues by 
found Sleep. The Neighbours are 
apt to rally theirWives in Company, 
they pity them, and make fad Com- 


plaints of Condolence. Nothing 
fhelrers them from thefe fort of Jokes 
but a numerous train of Children. 
As all things (fays the Boy) have 
two Faces, it is certain that a marri- 
ed Author buried all Diy among 
his Books and Papers, may pafs for 
a convenient or inconvenient Huf- 
band, according to the Wife he is 
married to. If fhe be a Coquet 
and looft, he is a very convenient 
Spoufe ; for whilift he ftudies four- 
teen Hours or more each Day, fhe is 
at liberty to difpofe of her Perfon at 
Pleafure. But if fhe be Vertuous, 


he is not in all refpects fo good 4 
Husband; he fometimes obliges her 
to wifh her {elf a Book ; he gocs to 
Bed utterly harrafs'd with Study,and 
his Head is full of a Chapter which 
he has lefe unfinifhed. 

The Third Manufcript is fanta- 
ftical enough. My Nephew inrro. 
duces a beautitul Courtezan in her 
Apartment after Candle-light. A 
poor Maid comes to her Chamber- 
Door, where addretiing her felf, the 
fays, my good Lady have Pity ona 
Virgin who is in Danger of lofing 
the Joy of this World. The Lady 
hearing this, ask’d her Page, who 
waited without, what Infirmity is 
the Object feized with, is the de- 
form’d ? No, my Lady, reply’d the 
Youth, it is becaufe fhe is very hand- 
fom,and expos’d to a thoufand Tem- 
ptations. Alas! Poor Maid! (faid 
the Lady) fhe is in the Right ; in- 
deed I did not think of that in the 
leaft when I .was firft tempted. 

The Fourth Manufcript is no lefs 
ingenious than the three former. It 
brings in, by way of Allufion, a 
Court of Judicature. A School- 
Matter relates to his Scholar a Story 
of an Aftrologer, who having made 
many curious Obfcrvations of Hea- 
venly Bodies,was chofé by Apello and 
Minerva to decide a Difpute betwixt 
them, which Sex had the moft Skill 
in the Motions of the Planets, the 
meafuring of the Univerfe, and the 
dittance between the Sun and the 
hxed Stars. The delegated Judge 
pronounced againft Minerva, that 
the Men were by much the mott ex- 
perienced herein. Minerva enraged 
at the Sentence, ftruck the poor 
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Judge dead. Thefe kind of Amufe- 
ments are as neceflary for the refin- 
ing of an unpolifh’d Genius, as Froft 
and Snow in \Vinter are to kill Ver- 
min and nourifh the Corn. Youth 
would know «very thing, and if in 
the Courfe of their reading Hiftories 
or Fables, any nice Matters occur, 
which cither want Explication, or 
explain themfclves, they criticize 
upon them, and will nor let flip the 
Paflages without making many nota- 
ble Remarks. 

The Fifth Manufcript is a witty 
Reflection upon fantalticall Anti- 
quaries, who are great Admirers of 
Antiquity, though all the Pieces they 
have by them sre dull and incohe- 
rent. My Author brings ina Perfon 
fo nice ot his Pagan Hittories, that 
he is drawing our in Landskips all 
the Books he has by him, and deli- 
neating the Marginal Notes Alpha- 
betically to fignife what Subject e- 
very Volume treats upon. The Plea- 
fure of the Pofleiiion does not con- 
rent his Paiiion ; he muft moreover 
feaft his Eyes with the Vanity of 
their Pictures. Such Men deal with 
thefe Images as a Prince who keepsa 
numerous Retinuc, to have the ber. 
ter choice of fome : the others ferv- 
ing only to fhew his Magnihcence, 
like fo many ufelefs Moveable in O 
pulent Houfes,which are never made 
uf= of, and perhaps are not fo much 
as known. 

The Sixth Muinufcripr fits forth 
in Tragical Figures the Violence of 
Perfecution. It reprefents a Ty- 
ranical Ufurper inviting all of his 
Difpofition from their Houfts to the 
Theatre, to fee one of the fineft 


Shews in the World, which is the 
burning of ‘Temples, Cathedrals or 
other Ploces of Divine Worhhip, and 
punifhing with Death any who dif- 
terfrom them in Opinion. Then 
there is brought in a Crowd of Mi- 
nifters furrendcring themfelvesto be 
tried upon Condition that the In. 
formers fhould not be their Accu- 
fers. ‘hey appeard in Chains at 
the Bar, where they were abour to 
pronounce ftudied Orations, com- 
poled for that end ; but finding the 
People made a great Noife, and ex- 
pre(t themfelves in loud and violent 


Acclamations, againft the hearing of 
them, and confequently that it was 
not very likely they fhould be ace 
quitted ; they ran crofs the Theatre 
to thruft themfelves out at the Door, 
in hopes of making an Efcape that 


way, but were not fo fortunate; 
for they were taken and put to Death 
in the fame manner as Robbers 
ufually are. 





From Wild-flreet, February 10. 
T is never my Humour to fall out 
with any Man about his Opinion, 
or to fhew a Refentment though he 
differ from me inthe moft material 
Points. This mild way of proceed- 
ing I hnd brings me into all Conver- 
fation; no Party hates me for it. 
But when I find my felf in Compa- 
ny contrary to my Principle, | make 
Obfervarions of their Tempers, and 
take all Opportuniti:s to bring in 
Examples which | think are likely to 
make an Impreiiion upon their 
Minds, without offering the leaft 
Reflection to their Perfons. I relate 
the Story as if it were a Thoughe 
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juft fprung vp by meer Accident, to 
warm them with an eager Delire of 
hearing further. Then I give them 
a Relation by way of Diverlion, ac 


ording to the Subject "hy are upon. 


Several! Gentleman of the Romith 

gion were railing the other Day 

ny C ! 

L ney taid he 
; of 


ipany againit Martin Lu- 
had grofs and 
arnal Ideas sHicaven : For 
reaching publickly one Day, he 
‘cc jared that God co pleafure his E 
eét was refulved to create, after the 
loft Judemenr, little Cars, and Lap- 
Docs. worum Cutis erat aarea, G 
pris de sapidibus pretiofis) and beftow 
them on the Bledied, to ufe them tor 
Play-things ; as the Ladies do who 
put them in their Mufis ; and that 
there will be Serpents, ‘Toads, 
and Caterpillars in Heaven, but that 
theyfhall be of the fineft DucatGold, 
and which is more, there fhall be 
(fays he) Pifmires,Lice, ftinking In- 
as. and Bugs in Paradife, but they 
fhall all be made of precious Stones, 
and fhall all fmeli much better than 
Civet. 1 fate filent to hear how far 
they would proceed in thefe ridicu- 
lous and intolerable Forgeries. I 
told them, that fince they had rela- 
teda Falfe Story, upon one of the 
Fathers of our Church ; I would tell 
them in my turn. a true one of the 
French King’s fuffering himfelf to 
be compar'd with the Gods for the 
Greatnefs of Power and Victories. 
M. Charpentier of the Freneb Acade- 
my (faid 1) after the taking of Mons 
in 1691, compar’d that Monarch 
to Homer's Fupster, againft whom all 
the other Gods were united, and 
who after having upbraided them 
with the Vanity of their Delign, 


fhews them by Experience that his 
Force is not to be thaken; and while 
they fhoot at him, he lifts them up 
all together with the Globe of the 
Earth. I told them that Gentleman 
who afcribes all this Honour to a 
Mortal Man, is mightily out of his 
Notion: For Jupiter in Homer does 
mot put this in Praétice; he only 
buafts of it, and threatens to do it, 
The other Gods were not perfwaded 
that his Boafts were well grounded. 
They only believed thatin a fingle 
Combat he would be too hard for 
them. His Menaces ap ridi- 
culous to Mars, who ie ery 
that it was not long fince Neprume, 
Funo and Minerva having undertaken 
to feize him and bind him ; put him 
into a horrible Fright,and had aétu- 
ally bound him, if Thetis had nor ta- 
ken Pity of him, and called to his 
Relief Briareus, with his hundred 
Hands. The producing of this fin- 
gle Inftance (1 faw) tended much to 
the bringing the Gentlemen in my 
Company to Reafon. Truth gene- 
rally overcomes Falfities ; this way 
of arguing excceds that of Railing: 
For where Examples are ineffectual, ’ 
Violence feldom prevail. Werel 
fent to reform the moft barbarous 
People in the World, it fhould be 
done by an affable Carriage. Quar- 
relling is not of any Force to per- 
fwade Men to be what I would have 
them. A good Caufe has no need of 
being maintained by bitter Threats, 
but by the Innocency, the Purity, 
and the Beauty that are confpicuous 
in the excellent Difcipline and Order 
of that Church which I profefs my 
felf to be a Member of. 

THE 





